PROJECT UPDATE #2: July - August 2019
Throughout June to August 2019, the Our
Coast – Our Lifestyle project team have been
building our understanding of local coastal
processes and listening to your experiences of
the Burdekin coastal zone. This project update
provides a summary of recent activities and
how you can continue to be involved.
What’s been happening?
Community events
Community information sessions have been held at:
•
•
•
•

Burdekin Library (25 June 2019)
Burdekin Show (26 June 2019)
Home Hill IGA (27 June 2019)
Burdekin Theatre forecourt (28 June 2019).

At each session community members were invited to:
•	view the existing Queensland Government coastal hazards
maps and wave tank demonstration

•	Share thoughts for the future management of the coast.
The views and experience of the Burdekin community has
an important role in helping to shape the direction of the
technical work across the remainder of the project.

Special briefings
Special briefings are also ongoing for key stakeholder
groups. Briefings to date have included Burdekin primary
producer and industry representatives as well as council
staff and departments who have a wide range of roles and
responsibilities in relation to coastal management and
protection.

What are we hearing?
From conversations and survey results to date, the Burdekin
Coast is highly valued for its:
•

natural beauty

•	
healthy land-based, intertidal and marine habitats
especially for fish, crabs and turtle breeding
•

diverse recreational opportunities

•	
contribute personal stories to the development of a
historical coastal story timeline for the Burdekin region

•

beach lifestyle and access

•	share local knowledge and experiences of coastal hazards
(erosion, inundation)

•

living on the coast.

This information plays an important part in informing studies
on coastal hazard risk (likelihood and consequence) and how
we might manage future coastal hazards.

•	
contribute to the shared understanding of community
values of the coastal zone

Website: burdekin.qld.gov.au (click on the Our Coast Our Lifestyle icon)
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Stakeholder Advisory Group
The Our Coast – Our Lifestyle Stakeholder Advisory Group met
for the first time on the 17 June 2019. The Group is chaired by
Councillor Lyn McLaughlin, Mayor of Burdekin Shire Council
and Chair of the Local Disaster Management Group.
The Stakeholder Advisory Group includes representatives from:
•

Ayr Surf Life Saving Club

•

Burdekin River Improvement Trust

•

Burdekin Tourism

•

Department of Environment and Science

•

Gudjuda Reference Group Aboriginal Corporation

•

Home Hill Boat Club

•

Jerona Citizens Association

•

Local Disaster Management Group

•

Lower Burdekin Landcare Association

•

Lower Burdekin Water

•

NQ Dry Tropics

•

Wetlands and Grasslands Foundation

•

Wunjunga Progress Association.

The first meeting focussed on providing the context for the Our
Coast – Our Lifestyle program, government requirements
for developing a Coastal Hazard Adaptation Strategy – the
backbone of the Our Coast – Our Lifestyle program,
coastal processes and hazards relevant to the program, and
the process for engaging with the wider community and
stakeholders.

The Group contributed to the design of future engagement
activities and provided input into key issues of concern, and
the coastal story timeline being developed for the Burdekin
Shire.
The Group is supported by a number of Council staff and
department representatives along with the project team from
Alluvium, Natural Capital Economics and Jeremy Benn Pacific.

Values and experiences survey – closing
September 30th 2019
If you haven’t already please share your thoughts and
experiences of the Burdekin coastal zone with us via our five
minute ‘values and experiences’ survey on the project website:
https://burdekincoast.engagementhub.com.au/our-coastour-lifestyle/.

What’s next?
The project team wish to thank all who attended our events,
took part in our wave tank demonstrations and shared
valuable insights through conversations with our team and via
the online survey.
A second round of workshops and events will be held at a
later stage in the project.
If you were unable to attend one of our community information
sessions, but would still like to share your perspectives, please
email Council at ourcoast@burdekin.qld.gov.au
To undertake the coastal values survey and to stay in touch
with progress and future events please register your interest
on the website https://burdekincoast.engagementhub.com.
au/our-coast-our-lifestyle/.

OUR COAST – OUR LIFESTYLE
‘It’s part of our lifestyle and culture, spending time on
the beach or water with family and friends creating
memories’
‘To expect that we can keep everything the same is
unrealistic. The river built this land and coastline and
will continue to develop it further into the future.’

‘I value the unique geomorphic landscape, of the
dynamic Burdekin River meeting the coast’
‘The coastline should be as natural as possible rugged beauty’
‘Growing up at Rita Island, flooding and coastal
erosion has been a part of life’

Website: burdekin.qld.gov.au (click on the Our Coast Our Lifestyle icon)
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